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Take a first class seat and look over the 
FANTASTIC SAVINGS featured inside!

STAY
INFORMED
Sign up to receive 

free e-mail 
notifications of 

current obituaries 
at

www.DavisAndersonFuneralHome.com

Carlinville and Girard                     Carlinville: 217.854.3161

Triple C
Concrete & 
Excavating
217-971-5077

MECHANICS

ASE MASTER CERTIFIED 
AUTO TECHNICIANS

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

217-854-8663
www.costelloauto.com

Costello’s Automotive

Repair & Tire Service

✓Check your belts & hoses

✓ Check & replace your 
     wiper blades &
     washer fluid

✓ Check your battery

Happy Father’s Day from Costello’s!
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REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE
217-854-2200

WWW.KASTENGOODMAN.COM
E-MAIL: INFO@KASTENGOODMAN.COM

265 N. BROAD STREET
CARLINVILLE, IL 62626

Kathy Borgini, Broker 217-741-9006
Rebecca Drummond, Broker 217-825-5489

Fran Goodman, Broker 854-8303
Gina Henrichs, Broker 217-556-7341
Joe Hemphill, Broker 618-210-1044

Gretchen Killam, 
  Designated Managing Broker 217-473-8656
Amy Pocklington, Broker 217-741-8543

Vicki Lyons, Broker  217-891-6794
Christina McCurley, Broker 319-470-7199
Betty Miller, Broker 217-473-9934

Stephanie Pool, Broker
..................217-556-3145

512 E MAIN, 
CARLINVILLE

112 W KIRKHAM, 
LITCHFIELD 

– Turnkey office building 
located close to downtown 
with many efficient and 
charming upgrades. 
$110,000

415 E MAIN, 
CARLINVILLE 

– Just east of the Macoupin 
County Courthouse sits 
this one story 2-3 bedroom 
that is full of character and 
potential. $112,000

502 S LOCUST, 
CARLINVILLE

1011 CRITTENDEN, 
CARLINVILLE 

– Nice residential lot on 
quiet street with alley 
access. Broker owned. 
$12,000

702 N 4TH, BENLD 
– Beautiful and well 
cared for Ranch with 
three bedrooms, full dry 
basement, and garage that 
sits on large, fenced corner 
lot. $179,900

1000 BLK S PLUM, 
CARLINVILLE 

– 6 timbered lots that 
total 1.07 +/- acres and 
would make a nice building 
site on the edge of town. 
$24,500

904 E. 1ST NORTH, 
CARLINVILLE 

– With over 4500+/- square 
feet, this beautiful Dutch 
Colonial offers timeless 
charm yet many modern 
upgrades. 5-6 bedrooms, 
3 baths and 3-car heated 
garage. $470,000

825 JOHNSON, 
CARLINVILLE 

– Move in ready Ranch 
near Blackburn College 
with 3 bedrooms, 1.5 
baths, fenced yard and 
many updates. Broker 
Owned. $134,900

422 E. 1ST SOUTH, 
CARLINVILLE 

– 4+ bedroom home 
with character galore yet 
many updates including a 
newer kitchen and bath. 
Also offers 3-car detached 
garage, enclosed porch 

SOLD

1010 UNIVERSITY, 
CARLINVILLE

1001 S LOCUST, 
CARLINVILLE

607 E MAIN, 
CARLINVILLE 

329 S PLUM, 
CARLINVILLE

403 PARK AVE, 
GILLESPIE

415 S. EAST, 
CARLINVILLE 

PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

OPEN HOUSES: SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 11 A.M. TO 1 P.M.

1140 E MAIN, 
CARLINVILLE  

– Located on the edge of 
town is this 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home with grand 
living room, original trim 
throughout, partially 
finished basement and 
fenced back yard. $149,900

341 E 2ND SOUTH, 
CARLINVILLE 

 – Charming home on nice 
corner lot that offers 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, and 
large detached garage. 
$179,500

354 DONA RD, 
EAGARVILLE  

– Situated on a peaceful 
setting is this 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath with full basement, 
attached garage, and 
detached 2-car garage. 
$162,500

PRICE REDUCED
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No refunds on subscriptions.

By Ben Szalinski and Jerry 
Nowicki

Giving almost no time for 
public review, Illinois Demo-
crats pushed through a $55.2 
billion budget for next fiscal 
year late Saturday, bolstering 
coffers with new taxes on sports 
bets, nicotine products and 
businesses.

The $55.2 billion spending 
plan is supported by $55.3 bil-
lion of revenue, including just 
over $1 billion in new taxes and 
revenue changes.

The four bills making up the 
budget and capital spending 
plan, were part of a flurry of 
thousands of pages of legisla-
tion that went from introduction 
to passage in the final 48 hours 
of the legislative session.

The budget marked a rough-
ly 3.9% spending increase from 
the current year, while Republi-
cans criticized it for containing 
few cuts. It raises about $500 
million more in new revenue 
than what Gov. JB Pritzker pro-
posed in February to make up 
for declining base revenues.

The minority party also aired 
frustration with supermajority 
Democrats for providing next 
to no time for public review of 
the massive spending plan and 
other major bills.

“We’re rushing this process 
like we always do. ‘Let’s hide 
this stuff. Let’s hide it so that 
the public doesn’t see it until 
it’s too late,’” Rep. John Cabel-
lo, R-Machesney Park, said.

Democrats said it was the best 
budget they could manage in 
a difficult year. To address po-
tential uncertainties stemming 
from federal policy changes, 
they gave the governor author-
ity over a new $100 million 
“emergency” fund. And they 
frequently lobbed criticisms at 
President Donald Trump and 
Republicans in Congress.

“I am very pleased to be able 
to present a balanced budget 
crafted to be fiscally and social-
ly responsible, because we see 
the decisions made in Wash-
ington right now are neither,” 
House Majority Leader Robyn 
Gabel, D-Evanston said. “Errat-
ic leadership in Washington has 
affected our economic outlook, 
our revenue projections, and 
even threatened federal funding 
for our most crucial services.”

The GOP also took issue with 

New taxes on sports bets, nicotine products as Democrats pass $55.2B budget
the tax increases, although the 
measure did not raise or create 
new sales, income or service 
taxes.

Instead, the measures expand 
state taxes on foreign and out-
of-state income for businesses, 
raise tax rates on tobacco, vapes 
and sports gambling, and sweep 
fund balances from several 
lesser-known and utilized state 
funds.

The spending measure, Sen-
ate Bill 2510, passed the House 
75-41 just before 10 p.m. The 
Senate followed around 11:30 
p.m. with a 34-23 vote. The 
revenue and tax changes, House 
Bill 2755, and the budget im-
plementation bill, House Bill 
1075, both passed with relative 
ease before the constitution’s 
midnight deadline and only 
Democratic votes as well. Gov. 
JB Pritzker issued a statement 
saying he would sign it.

Another spate of tax increases 
included in a transit governance 
overhaul bill surfaced late but 
sputtered. The failed measure 
would have added a $1.50 fee 
on food and package deliver-
ies and taxed electric vehicle 
charging statewide among other 
changes. Talks on that bill could 
resume later this year.

New taxes on vaping, gam-
ing, deliveries

The revenue bill creates a 
tax of 25 cents per wager for 
a sports betting licensee’s first 
20,000 wagers accepted, and 50 
cents per wager after that.

Consumers will also see new 
taxes on tobacco products. The 
tax rate will rise to 45% from 
36%. Vape products and nico-
tine pouches would also now be 
included under the tax.

The revenue plan amends 
state law to tax sales from all 
businesses that transact in the 
state, rather than only business-
es with a physical presence in 
Illinois. The plan also elimi-
nates a “safe harbor” exemption 
for businesses that move money 
outside the state.

Businesses that move profits 
to other countries would also be 
subject to the state’s corporate 
income tax. The federal gov-
ernment currently taxes half of 
income moved offshore and Il-
linois would tax the other half 
under the revenue plan.

Businesses outside Illinois 
that sell $100,000 or more to 

people in the state must also 
collect Illinois sales taxes even 
if the business doesn’t have a 
physical location in Illinois. 
This would apply to businesses 
like Amazon.

“I will not support this be-
trayal of hard-working Illi-
noisans,” Sen. Don DeWitte, 
R-St. Charles, said. “And if 
you care about the people who 
sent you here, if you truly rep-
resent them, you’ll vote no too. 
Enough is enough. It’s time for 
this body to stand with taxpay-
ers, not stand up against them.”

Another source of new reve-
nue is a delinquent tax payment 
incentive program designed to 
help the state recuperate over-
due tax payments. It will gen-
erate $228 million, Rep. Will 
Guzzardi, D-Chicago, said.

The state would also pause 
the final transfer of motor fuel 
sales tax revenue to the road 
fund in order to free up $171 
million, according to the gover-
nor’s office’s estimate.

A separate bill designed to 
lower prescription drug pric-
es calls for levying a fee on 
pharmacy benefit managers 
based on the number of patients 
they insure. Money from that 
fee would go into a fund for 
the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity to 
award up to $25 million a year 
in grants to independent phar-
macies and pharmacies located 
in rural counties. The remaining 
money would go to the state’s 
general revenue fund.

The measure also extends the 
state’s Hotel Operators’ Occu-
pation Tax to short-term rentals 
like Airbnb and Vrbo.

Immigrant health cuts
A controversial program that 

provides health insurance to 
more than 30,000 noncitizens 
between ages 42 and 64 will 
be cut in FY26. The program’s 
elimination saves the state $330 
million, but a $110 million pro-
gram for seniors will remain in 
place.

Together, the two programs 
have cost the state at least $1.6 
billion, according to an audit 
released in February, far ex-
ceeding budgeted costs for the 
program.

“We had to make some tough 
decisions here. That program 
grew at greater rates, financial-
ly, than we thought it would, 

and we had to make some hard 
decisions,” Gabel said.

Federally Qualified Health 
Centers are set to receive $40 
million in the budget. The cen-
ters provide health services 
to low-income and uninsured 
people. Democrats touted that 
increase to provide care for im-
migrants who would have quali-
fied for the health care program.

Illinois still risks losing some 
Medicaid funding under a pro-
posal in Congress that threatens 
to slash reimbursements for 
states that provide health insur-
ance to people illegally in the 
United States. But Gabel noted 
it’s possible those reductions 
won’t take place until 2027.

The budget also increases 
funding for safety-net hospitals 
with federal Medicaid funding 
cuts possible. 

Education spending
The state’s evidence-based 

funding model for K-12 schools 
calls for $350 million in addi-
tional funding each year, with a 
portion of that going to a prop-
erty tax relief fund and the rest 
directly to schools. The pro-
posed budget fully funds the 
K-12 education portion at $307 
million but does not add $43 
million in property tax relief 
funds, according to Democratic 
leaders.

Funding for the Illinois Com-
munity College Board would 
also decrease by $24 million, 
mostly because lawmakers re-
duced spending on a workforce 
development grant that Demo-
crat leaders said was not being 
fully utilized.

Funding for state universi-
ties  would only increase by 
1%. Pritzker proposed a 3% 
increase for higher education 
even as most other areas of his 
budget would’ve increased by 
1%. Senate Democrats’ budget 
leader Sen. Elgie Sims, D-Chi-
cago, said the budget allows for 
an additional 2% increase in 
FY26 if the federal government 
eliminates substantial funding.

Pensions
Despite more than a year of 

discussions, Illinois lawmak-
ers did not tackle pension re-
form this spring. Illinois’ Tier 
2 pension system is likely out 
of compliance with Social Se-
curity’s “safe harbor” law that 
requires pension benefits to be 
at least equal to Social Security.

Part of the budget package 
created a new Tier 2 reserve 
fund that can be accessed if 
there are violations of the “safe 
harbor” law. Lawmakers appro-
priated $75 million for the fund 
this year, in line with Pritzker’s 
proposal.

‘Emergency’ fund, raises, 
more

Notably not in this year’s 
budget is an increase to the 
“rainy day” fund. Pritzker has 
taken pride in the fund’s in-
creases in recent years, as it’s 
grown to a balance of $2.3 bil-
lion, up from less than $60,000 
when Pritzker took office. The 
FY26 budget would suspend 
the monthly transfer for one 
year, freeing up $45 million for 
general fund use.

The budget package also es-
tablishes a new $100 million 
fund that the governor can tap 
into “in the event of unantic-
ipated delays in or failures of 
revenues.” The measure, an ap-
parent nod to the uncertainty of 
federal funding amid ongoing 
congressional budget negotia-
tions, will come from money 
swept from other funds.

“That will allow us to re-
spond to actions by the federal 
government and challenges that 
present themselves and costs 
that have been diverted from 
the federal government to the 
state government,” Sims said in 
a committee hearing.

The attorney general’s office 
would get $116 million from the 
general fund. Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul asked lawmak-
ers to boost funding for his of-
fice as he engages in a growing 
number of lawsuits against the 
Trump administration. Raoul 
was hoping to receive $120 mil-
lion in funding.

Direct service providers are 
in line for an 80-cent per hour 
wage increase, but Republi-
cans said calling it a funding 
increase is “sleight of hand,” 
because the measure would also 
reduce work hours for DSPs by 
the hundreds of thousands. That 
makes the increase negligible, 
Sen. Chapin Rose, R-Mahomet, 
said in committee.

Chapin Rose
State Sen. Chapin Rose, 

R-Mahomet, criticizes Dem-
ocrats for not including more 
funding for care providers for 
people with developmental dis-

abilities in a committee hearing 
on Saturday, May 31. (Capitol 
News Illinois photo by Jerry 
Nowicki)

“It’s not a great budget, but 
it is a good budget and it is the 
budget we need for this very 
difficult moment,” Rep. Lind-
sey LaPointe, D-Chicago, said.

Lawmakers will see their sal-
aries rise as part of the budget, 
going to a $98,304 base salary 
from roughly $92,000. That’s 
an annualized rate of increase 
that is set by law.

“You raised our pay, you 
gave yourselves hundreds of 
millions of dollars of our tax-
payers funds to spend on your 
pet projects,” Rep. Amy Elik, 
R-Godfrey, said. “So I simply 
don’t believe you anymore that 
you ever intended to be fiscally 
careful.”

No Bears stadium funding
Lawmakers did not appro-

priate funding for the Chicago 
Bears to build a new stadium. 
But NASCAR would be the 
recipient of a $5 million grant 
ahead of the sport’s third down-
town Chicago race in July, and 
the PGA Tour would receive a 
$1 million grant as part of host-
ing the 2026 President’s Cup 
in DuPage County. Those were 
two economic development 
measures criticized by Republi-
cans during the Senate commit-
tee hearing.

The budget also contains 
$200 million to prepare unused 
state properties to be repur-
posed for development, Sims 
said. Lawmakers removed an-
other $300 million that Pritzker 
had sought in spending  aimed 
at offloading surplus property.

Gabel said the state’s em-
ployee management department 
has negotiated more than $100 
million in health care cost sav-
ings as well.

Any remaining federal pan-
demic relief funding would also 
be sent to recipients that have 
not received payments in pre-
vious years before the funding 
expires in 2026.

Jade Aubrey contributed.
Capitol News Illinois is a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan news ser-
vice that distributes state gov-
ernment coverage to hundreds 
of news outlets statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Rob-
ert R. McCormick Foundation.
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BONBON
BUTTERSCOTCH

CANDY
CARAMEL

CHOCOLATE
DRAGEE
GLAZE
GUM

GUMDROP
GUMMY BEAR

HONEY
LICORICE
LOLLIPOP
LOZENGE

MARSHMALLOW
MARZIPAN

NOUGAT
PRALINE
SUGAR

SWEETS
SWEET TOOTH

SYRUP
TAFFY

TURKISH DELIGHT

WORDS

Illinois Valley 
Senior Citizens  

Menu
Carlinville

217-716-2337
Benld

217-835-3174

Monday, June 16
Chicken Patty on 

Bun, Tater Tots, Brussel 
Sprouts, Tropical Fruit

Tuesday, June 17
BBQ Johnny Rib on 
Bun, Red Skinned 
Potatoes, Baked 

Beans, Applesauce

Wednesday, June 18
Cook’s Choice, Au 

Gratin Potatoes, 
Carrots, Pineapple

Thursday, June 19
CLOSED for Holiday

Friday, June 20
Fried Chicken, Mashed 

Potatoes & Gravy, 
Green Beans, Jell-O 
Cake w/Whipped 

Cream

Meal reservations must 
be made by 11:00 am on 
the day BEFORE you wish 

to receive a meal.

10600 Cox Lane, Plainview, IL 62685
We have 20, 30 and 40 yard dumpsters for 

clean outs, construction debris, and demolition.

Zach Simons (217) 851-5499

Office: 217-854-8616 265 N. Broad St., Carlinville

Auto  •  Home/Farm •  Business  •  Life/Health

Gretchen Killam
Erin Wall • Trisha Dixon

Giaudrone’s Bang Bang Roofing
•Roofing Installation •Gutters
•Roofing Repair  •Siding

We also specialize in insurance work!
Free Estimates • 217-250-1422 • Bret Giaudrone, Owner

Giaudrone’s Bang Bang Roofing

Free Estimates • 217-250-1422 • Bret Giaudrone, Owner
We also specialize in insurance work!

• Roofing
  Installation
• Roofing Repair
• Gutters
• Siding
• Metal Roofing

217-313-0911
Greg Burcham

trades & services

Boente Shell 
543 West Main St., 

Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-3164

830 E. 1st South St., Carlinville, IL 62626
PH: 217-854-4012

 "Serving our community since 1929"
Facebook: JF Boente Sons www.jfboentesons.com

EMMONS TREE SERVICE
Bill Emmons / Jordan Emmons
(217) 556-3032 / (217) 556-7430
Carlinville, Illinois 62626

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED
TREE REMOVAL
TREE TRIMMING
FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING

Acorn
Counseling and Meditation
RAVEN GREEN

Licensed massage therapist

prenatal • oncology • bamboo

Call 217 930-2160
101 McCausland St., Carlinville, IL

SCAN ME
For online booking!

125 East Main, Carlinville IL. 62626 l (217)854.2534

Macoupin County

printorders@enquirerdemocrat.com

Custom
Wedding
Invitations

Enquirer~Democrat
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$150

Stay locally 
informed for Macoupin county’s DoMinant newspaper
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For scheduling, call the 
Outpatient Specialty Clinic 
at 217.854.3141 x250.

20733 North Broad St. 
Carlinville            

cahcare.com 

Thrilled to have top 
specialists care for you. 
Over 30 providers in 16 different specialties in Carlinville!

INSIDE

©2024 Macoupin County 
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Contact us:
advertising@
enquirerdemocrat.com 

For all your needs
Advertising, news 
articles, obituaries, 
birth, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary 
announcements, etc.

Call 217-854-2534
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Country Artist
trACy LAWrEnCE
With WALtEr MontGoMEry
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SECTION D

See page 7A

Gilpin medals at IHSA 
boys’ state track meet

See page 6A

Litchfield-Mt. Olive 
baseball wins historic 
sectional title

By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

On May 22, city officials, 
county board representatives, 
courthouse workers and a large 
crowd of general residents 
gathered for a ribbon cutting 
commemorating the re-open-
ing of Macoupin County’s his-
toric Cannonball Jail.

The jail had been standing 
since 1869 and it has been 
re-furbished for many more 
years to come so many more 
vistors could take a tour in-be-
tween walls that were original-
ly constructed just a few years 
after the conclusion of the Civ-

il War.
This beloved building was 

designed by E.E. Meyers as 
part of the 1867 Macoupin 
County Courthouse project. 
The courthouse is located di-
rectly across the street from the 
jail.

According to historical doc-
umentation, “Meyers used the 
“cannonball” method, which 
stopped jailbreaks by making 
it nearly impossible to remove 
the blocks to make an escape. 
This unique medieval-in-
spired fortress housed many 
law-breakers during its long 
history. Each stone was hal-
lowed out at the ends and sur-

plus cannonballs were placed 
between the stones.  The cell 
block’s ceiling, walls, and 
floors were constructed of one-
inch iron plates with 20 inches 
of solid stone above and below.  
This made escape by removing 
sections of the stone wall a vir-
tual impossibility.”

The Macoupin County Jail 
resembles a fortress structure 
rather than an ordinary small 
town jail.  It’s Gothic Reviv-
al design features a scalloped 
parapet, which also served 
as home to the sheriff and his 
family back in the day.

Honorary speaker Bill Craig delivers the Memorial Address 
at the Carlinville Memorial Day ceremony. Craig served in 
Germany for the United States’ Army in 1959 and 1960, then 
came to Macoupin County. Photo provided.

Remembering fallen
veterans on Memorial Day
By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

While boating, barbecues, 
the first swim at the public 
pool or simply a day off work 
were all common trends for 
May 27, the most important 
reason for Memorial Day 
was to honor the fallen vet-
erans who sacrificed for the 
freedom which made each of 
those activities possible.

Local communities, includ-
ing Carlinville, held annual 
ceremonies to remember the 
brave men and women that 
had lost their lives in combat.

A heartfelt evening at the 
American Legion began with 
a welcome from Master of 
Ceremonies Larry Kaburick, 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
placing of colors and flags 

by the Color Guard and Cub 
Scout Pack No. 65.

As part of the tradition, 
an honorary guest delivered 
a Memorial Address. This 
year’s speaker was Bill Craig. 
Craig was raised on a farm 
in East Central Illinois. He 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Illinois as an honors’ 
student. He then served over-
seas in Germany for the Unit-
ed States’ Army in 1959 and 
1960. He came to Macoupin 
County for an Assistant Farm 
Advisor position in 1961. 
Craig was the first Agriculture 
Instructor at Lincoln Land 
Community College. He ad-
ditionally taught Veterans’ 
evening classes for 14 years. 
He also created a Maxiyield 

By ERIN SANSON
Enquirer~Democrat Reporter

The movie American Crim-
inals premiered in Chicago 
on May 18, just in time for the 
100th anniversary of the of the 
“Crime of the Century,” the mur-
der of 14 year old Bobby Franks 
by Nathan Leopold and Richard 
Loeb.

Several scenes from Ameri-
can Criminals were shot in Ma-
coupin County, using both the 
Carlinville Square, Cannonball 
Jail and the Macoupin County 

Courthouse as sets. One member 
of the movie’s team said that the 
Macoupin County Courthouse is 
shown throughout the film, and 
features on the poster, and the 
courthouse “looks absolutely in-
credible.”

The movie, directed by Aaron 
Warr, premiered at the Chicago 
Rooftop Cinema. Randy Jones 
from the Village People, who 
played the Warden in the film, 
flew in to do a private concert 
for the event. Over 250 people 
attended the premier and it was 
a sold out event. 

American Criminals 
movie, filmed in 
Macoupin County, 
premiered May 18

Ribbon cutting at Macoupin 
County’s Cannonball Jail

By ERIN SANSON
Enquirer~Democrat Reporter

Carlinville High School grad-
uated 68 students from the Class 
of 2024 on Sunday May 26. The 
ceremony began with accompa-
niment by the Carlinville High 
School Band. Patrick Dunn sang 
the National Anthem and then, 

as Class President and an Hon-
or Graduate, gave the first of 
four commencement addresses. 
Christopher Lack followed with 
another address and the CHS 
choir performed “Long Live” by 
Taylor Swift, with a special solo 
section for the seniors in choir.

Awards were also presented.
Awards and the winners will be 

featured in the Special Gradu-
ation Section of the Enquirer~-
Democrat on June 6.

Brooke Stewart, another 
honor graduate, gave the third 
commencement address before 
diplomas were presented. Char-
lie Stewart gave the closing 
thoughts address after the gradu-
ates received their diplomas.

Carlinville High School graduates 68 
at 2024 commencement ceremony

See JAIL on page 8A

See MEMORIAL on page 8A

Subscription Rates
In Macoupin County

$50.00 $47.50 Senior Rate

Out of Macoupin County
$60.00 $57.50 Senior Rate

Call 217-854-2534
or stop by 

125 E. Main St.
Carlinville

Macoupin County

Coal Country Times

Newspaper 
subscriptions make 

great gifts for dads!

Get all three 
publications 

plus our 
E-Edition 

for one price!

 Place
 your ad
 with us!
854-2534

Get quick results!
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services.

misc.

yard sales. for rent.
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALES: 

Saturday, June 14th. Bluffs 
Subdivision, Carlinville. 8am 
to 5 pm.

6/12
	 --------------------------------------
YARD SALE: June 13 & 14, 

7 a.m.-? 401 N. West St., 
Carlinville.

6/12
	 --------------------------------------
GARAGE SALE: Friday, June 13, 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 15 Fox Hill 
Dr., Carlinville. Home decor, 
clothing, grill, antiques, buffet 
and much more.

6/12
	 --------------------------------------
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE: 

Saturday, June 14, 7:30 a.m. 
to noon, 619 Minton St., Carl-
inville. Lots of great stuff you 
don’t want to miss. Clothes 
from baby to adult, home decor, 
toys and misc items.

6/12
	 --------------------------------------
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE: Fri-

day, June 13, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday, June 14, 7 a.m. 
to noon. 23007 Harvest Road, 
Carlinville, Approximately 3 
miles North of Carlinville on 
Rt. 4. Woman, junior, boys and 
girls clothing, purses, shoes, 
small bike, toys, high top table 
with chairs, dining room table 
with 6 chairs, party decora-
tions, knickknacks, curtains 
and lots of misc. Rain or Shine.

6/12

BELLM APTS. FOR RENT « 
Great Neighborhoods « Very 
clean « No Pets. No Smoking. 
217-854-7886 or 217-825-
6370.

TF
	 --------------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, 2nd 

story apartment in Carlinville. 
$900 per month, utilities are 
included. Available July 1st. 
217-313-7077.

TFN

Sales and Service
GARY MOTLEY
1-800-346-2060

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR Paint-
ing, 1 or 2 story homes, barns, 
churches, garages, and decks. 
Call John at home 217-915-
5401.

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek
USDA released a new pol-

icy agenda outlining actions 
aimed at ensuring the profit-
ability and prosperity of small 
family farms.

Dubbing it the Make Agri-
culture Great Again initiative, 
Ag Secretary Brooke Rollins 
introduced the first set of pro-
posals that address a number 
of issues for farmers, includ-
ing reliable access to credit; 
access to farmland; transition-
ing farms to the next genera-
tion; access to markets and in-
frastructure; access to reliable 
agricultural labor; and access 
to appropriate risk manage-
ment and business planning 
tools.

In 2023, based on the 
USDA Economic Research 
Service report titled “Amer-
ica’s Farms and Ranches at 
a Glance,” about 86 percent 
of all farms were small fami-
ly farms. These farms, which 
have a gross cash farm income 
below $350,000, operated on 
41 percent of U.S. agricultural 
land, while producing just 17 
percent of the total value of 
agricultural production.

“To ensure small family 

USDA policy targets small family farms
farmers can start and stay in 
business for generations to 
come, USDA is placing spe-
cific emphasis on understand-
ing the barriers to starting and 
keeping small family farms 
viable — especially for the 
next generation,” according to 
the policy.

As USDA implements its 
action plan, ongoing assess-
ment of gaps in service and 
support will occur.

Some of the actions outlined 
in the agenda include:

Reforming the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) and Rural 
Development (RD) loan pro-
grams to streamline delivery 
and increase program effi-
ciencies, and disincentivize 
the use of federal funding for 
solar panels to be installed on 
productive farmland.

Calling on Congress to en-
sure most farms are protected 
from an increase in the death 
tax. The administration is also 
urging Congress to expand 
Section 179, which allows el-
igible small businesses to de-
duct the full purchase price of 
qualifying farm and business 
equipment upfront and restore 
100% bonus depreciation ex-
pensing. USDA will also be 

engaging with agricultural tax 
and legal professionals across 
the country to identify ways 
the department can assist in 
developing tools that help to 
facilitate the orderly transition 
of agricultural operations from 
one generation to the next.

Leveraging USDA’s agri-
cultural labor affairs coordi-
nator in actively working with 
other federal agencies such as 
the Department of Labor and 
the Department of Homeland 
Security to address the critical 
issue of labor access for agri-
cultural producers. USDA is 
aggressively exploring coor-
dinated solutions with agen-
cies and Congress to ensure 
a stable, reliable and legal 
workforce for agriculture.

Reviewing farm size defini-
tions to ensure they adequate-
ly reflect modern-day realities 
while also helping to ensure 
resources are appropriately 
tailored to the needs and size 
of farms.

Evaluating new shared ser-
vices platforms for the FSA 
and RD programs to stream-
line delivery and increase pro-
gram efficiencies.

The policy rollout builds on 
the Farmers First Roundta-

ble event recently held at the 
USDA headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C., where the sec-
retary met with more than 20 
farmers and ranchers from 11 
states who run smaller-scale, 
family-owned operations, as 
well as Nebraska Gov. Jim 
Pillen and the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Associa-
tion of State Departments of 
Agriculture about challenges 
facing smaller-scale family 
farms across America.

“America’s family farms 
help feed, fuel and clothe the 
world, but they also face some 
of the greatest challenges in 
getting their farms started and 
keeping them running. Putting 
farmers first means addressing 
the issues farmers face head-
on and fostering an economic 
environment that doesn’t put 
up roadblocks on business 
creation but removes them,” 
Rollins said.

Read the full policy at bit.
ly/44MO1Oy.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

AA 24-HOUR HOTLINE for 
problem drinkers – 1-800-307-
6600. Al-Anon 24-hour hotline 
– 618-463-2429.

Tf
	 ----------------------------------------
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